
Do you agree that America needs a new economic 
and political system?

Yes.

Would you agree that the unity of the common people 
is essential to being able to bring about a peaceful, 
prosperous system that cares for everyone?

Yes.

Can we unite the people if they are not educated 
about the causes of their problems and the 
solutions?

No.

Can you educate and unite the people by yourself?

No.

So you agree that we need an organization to do this?

Yes.

Is there an organization other than the League that 
has undertaken these tasks?.

Purpose and Practice:
The League of Revolutionaries  

for a New America



The Situation We Face

The global and the national economy are sliding into a depression. The major powers are 
competing for resources and shrinking markets, and the opening skirmishes of another 
world war are well under way. In the U.S., the ruling class has declared war on the 
working class, expressed in everything from rapidly escalating police violence to the 
denial of food, housing, and even water to more and more people. If a crisis erupts in the 
country, it could easily allow for the government, military and openly fascist forces to 
coalesce into a full-blown fascist offensive. At the same time, a section of the working 
class is objectively united by their common economic conditions, and the opportunity 
exists to make them class conscious and unite them politically to wage a class struggle for 
a new society. The responsibility of revolutionaries is to wage a propaganda war to make 
the workers conscious of their historical role.

The struggle to reform or restructure society goes on whether such reforms are possible 
or not. The reformist believes that although we are entering a period of sharp struggle for 
reform, it will be contained within the capitalist system. The slogans of “Fight back!” and 
“Organize!” accurately reflect this belief. Since there will be no change in class relations, 
no change in the political or ideological thinking of the people is required.

On the other hand, the revolutionary understands that the new means of production create 
such abundance that they are incompatible with the existing social and economic order. 
We are entering an epoch of revolution—a change in the relationship of classes—which 
demands new political and ideological thinking by the revolutionary class. Revolution is 
now an objective historic inevitability. The overwhelming political demand today is to 
prepare the people for this inevitability through the introduction of new ideas. New ideas 
are the indispensable catalyst of revolution. 

The revolutionary new idea is essentially this: Computerized, electronic, automated 
production is just beginning and is irreversible. Each stage of its development requires 
fewer workers and depresses the wages of those who still work. Production without wages 
makes distribution without money and according to need understandable and inevitable. 
Spreading this new idea is the most revolutionary task of our time.

The League’s mission is to unite the scattered revolutionaries on the basis of the demands 
of the new class, to educate and win them over to the cooperative, communist resolution of 
the problem.

What Makes the League Different?

The League takes up the challenge to develop the intellectual side of the revolutionary 
movement. Many of today’s revolutionaries are trying to do this, but in a scattered way. 
Many organizations start with the big picture of changing society and end up narrowing 
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their fight to one or two fronts of defensive struggle or a few campaigns to improve 
capitalism. The League’s commitment to fully develop the thinking of the American 
people makes us different. 

The League is not a sect that attempts to impose its own ideas and program on the real 
world. The League’s program and ideas come from the constant study of actual social and 
economic motion. This makes the League different.

The League looks at every burning question from the perspective of the bottom of 
society—those who are being pushed out of the economy and being denied any say in 
the political process. This large and growing section of the population has no ties to the 
capitalist system. As a result, it is free to lead all of humanity toward a new system based 
on public property for all instead of private property for a few. Since this new class of 
people is the cutting edge of change, we explain its importance to all of society. This 
makes the League different.

The League reaches out to all revolutionaries. Some are revolutionaries because this 
system gives them no option but to struggle to survive. Some are morally outraged at 
the destitution and violence brought down upon society by a small class of billionaires. 
Some have experience from the past but understand that things have changed. Others 
are new to the revolutionary movement but have crucial skills and knowledge. Many of 
them use different terminology or have their own sets of principles that lead them to their 
passion to change the world. Our organization respects each outlook and appeals to the 
revolutionaries on the objective foundation of the interests of the bottom of society. This 
makes the League different. 

We take advantage of the impulses toward independence from the capitalists and work 
to make them permanent ruptures. The League does not compromise with this system of 
exploitation, violence and inequality. This makes the League different.

The League emphasizes and explains the connections between events and issues. We show 
the connection between struggles over immigration and the right to water, between the 
fight for public education and the struggle against police violence, between the fight for 
peace and the battle to protect the environment. In every case, we show how the driving 
force is the new technology which is eliminating human labor and destroying the capitalist 
form of private property. This makes the League different.

Every member has an equal voice in the League’s collective political decisions. Every 
member has the responsibility and authority to carry out assignments and build the League. 
Education and political discussion develop all members intellectually. The League is different 
because we are an organization of leaders, not an organization of leaders and followers.

The League’s strategy is to rely on the spontaneous movement, which is the objective 
movement of the working class for food, clothing, shelter, and other basic necessities of 
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life. The League is immersed in the spontaneous movement. This makes it possible to 
connect with and educate the leaders of the movement who, in turn, can educate their 
mass base. Yet the League is also separate from the spontaneous movement because, as 
an organization of revolutionaries responsible for propaganda and education, the League 
has its own special role to play. Our relationship to the spontaneous movement makes the 
League different.

In today’s atmosphere of stress and growing despair, the League goes outward with a 
message of hope. That hope comes from a study of history and current reality. These show 
that if we distribute the abundance created by modern technology according to need and 
not according to money, we can create a paradise of peace and prosperity for everyone on 
earth. We know that such a world is possible. As we enter the daily battles and debates, we 
bring that vision with us. This makes the League different.

Why The League?

Serious revolutionaries must develop a tactic of using the objective struggle for reform 
to create a large enough organization to influence the political struggle as it breaks out 
into crisis. We must conduct our activities in such a way as to attract the most militant 
and dedicated revolutionaries already in the struggle. They number in the millions. These 
scattered revolutionaries are already in contact with the masses and the mass movement. 
While they are committed to the destruction of the existing order, they generally have no 
idea what is to take its place. Our task is to organize and educate them in the spirit of a 
communist, cooperative society so they can effectively educate the people around them. 
We need an organization to do this. It is why we formed LRNA.

Discussion Question 1: What allows the League the freedom and the 
confidence to reach out to all revolutionaries? 

Discussion Question 2: What are the implications of the League 
being an organization of leaders for a) internal education b) 
dispersal?

Discussion Question 3: What does it mean for the League to be 
immersed in the spontaneous movement yet separate from it?
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World economic revolution has made political revolution inevitable. The question is: 
What kind of revolution will it be? Organizations are created to answer that question. 
Unorganized individuals can do nothing. Meaningful activity can only be carried out 
through organizations, and organizations mean nothing without members who contribute 
intellectually, financially, and physically to build, strengthen, and develop them.

The League is striving to become a cadre organization that is politically centralized 
and organizationally decentralized and whose central task is propaganda. We need 
an organization that can disperse and yet operate as one politically under conditions 
of fascism. As the League disperses among the revolutionaries it centralizes its work 
politically. The League develops and strengthens an infrastructure of education, 
publications, and organization. It establishes a broad and stable financial foundation.

As conditions worsen, there will be an increased level of protests, campaigns, strikes, etc. 
The League must connect with these expressions of resistance. The overriding direction for 
our organization must be to go outward. The growing mass movement cannot overcome 
fascism unless it is educated and conscious and has a vision of where society needs to go. 

We rely on the spontaneous movement because it is already objectively headed in the 
direction of communist revolution. More specifically, our strategy is to strike the enemy 
where he is weak, by waging a propaganda war that focuses on the inability of the system 
to provide the workers with the basic necessities of life. In the process we put forward a 
vision of the new society that is both necessary and possible. Our task is difficult but not 
at all impossible. We can succeed because we have aligned ourselves with the direction 
history is already moving in. 

We have the framework to rapidly become an important force in this country. The 
impending economic and social crisis will give us the opportunity to do so. The future of 
this country depends on our ability to meet this challenge. The future is up to us.

Discussion Question 4: What does it mean to be politically 
centralized yet organizationally decentralized?

Discussion Question 5: Why is our strategy to strike the enemy 
where he is weak? Are there other strategies out there in society?

Discussion Question 6: Why do we say the spontaneous movement 
is already objectively headed in the direction of communist 
revolution?
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